Mr. V. CLARK  Diſſenting Teacher. 
To which ! is prefix d Mr. Clark's firſt 
tter to Mr. Richardſon, upon his Con- 


: verſion ; ; and Mr. Richardſon s Anfwer. 
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WILLIAM RICHARDSON 
lately a Diſſenting” Teacher, but 
nom A. . of the Church 
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WE BoudD i 1 rnd 
* Bdicatiuns are generally. underſtada 
te be only making our Court to 
"Great Mam, ly ſounding; bis Praiſes, and 
| h4ſpeaking bis Protection to our Performance Nj 
om the Cenſures of the World. The Finſt 
I Serviland Offenſive to a Man truly Great, 
end the Second; is vain, for ub Greatneſs 4 
I #n the World, or Authority however Exi- | 
nent, can over-awe Men's Tudgments to 
like or diſlike, nor reſtrain tbeir Cenſures | 
upon Perſons, Actions, and Things ;, eſpe | 
cially not in England, here this is grown iſ 
into the Liberty tbe Subject, a om 
I Cuſtome become Nature. In vain therefore © 
+. | ſronld 1folicite your Lordſbip's Protection in 
this, for you cannot protect your ſelf from i 
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age. 
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| It, eſpecially becauſe of Town Diftinigus 0 
i, ape being Zealous and bigubing 761 
12 = the Intereſts of the Church. 7 
Lord, You cannot deny me the ||: 

* 287. being 4 Fell ſaulſerer toith Tow 18 
Lordſvip herein, having left a Party who are 84 


i ot 2 to forgive. 1 am Defendant in 
"this a 


wh ans baue been 1 
TH | 


2. 7 25 us of wo and 
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rits of the Cali. 


keep the Plajn 
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fi to 9 ond then, Wenn bei 

debarred, the Tfſue would be ſbort, and 

8 to n Londbip and. ob he 

er 55 ve * 

I beg the Honour: to. Subſcribe i 
- with Wy a and acted 9 el _ 
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Am inform'd that fince you are be- 
come a Conformiſt, you have not on- 
ly made many ſevere Reflections up- 
-- on! Diſſenters merely calumnious, but 
goſt ſhamefutty owned (in your openCon=- 
fion this laſt Lord's Day in the Mor- 
ing at Vhite.Chappel Church) that your 
tetenſtons to the ſacred. Work of the Mi- 
iſtry while among the Diſſenters (tho | 
rdain'd by the Hands of the Preſtytery)) 
as without a lawfull Call thereto; And 
7 rther, that you did then and there en- 
feavour to prove, from Heb. V. 4, 5. That 
© fone: have a Right or Call to the Work 
f the Miniftry without Epiſcopal Ordina- 
As to your Call to the Work while 
mong us, and your Carriage fince your 
leparture, are Points that F ſhall not here 
liſpute on, only beg this favour of yu 
ma few Lines, to take a little pains with 
1 RO yours drawn from 
0 h 
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3 3 # © 
— 


the 


* 


No ͤ man taketh this Honour, Gc. 


tion Fam at, to whom, God bas given 


F 

che aforementioned Text; for to me it} 87 
ſeems plain, that ſuch a Poſition is a Con- you 
cluſion beyond the Premiſes : And fur-fpure 
ther I do aſſure you, that if you ſhallÞof E 
make good the ſame, I ſhall not only con- ¶ thoſ 
feſs my ſelf guilty of Schiſin but alſo off who 
Sacrilege, and withal conforming my ſelf brin 
to the National Church, ſhall own my Neth 
ſelf your Ne oblig d in all. uind frank 


from - leme? 
Tour Friend and 3 ; here 
LLL CLARKE nd t 
—ů— — ſc 


2811 1 R, 1 9 
 Doubs not of your Sinceriy, and I bope 
you. will not Juſpet mine. J will give 
Jou in ſbart what: bas prevailed. wit h nie; 


pit 
advil 
0 the 


his 

2 
either 
the R 
as To 


care ( 
head: 


Hence 1 infer rhe Neceſſiy of Ording- 


that Power an d Aurbority 715 55 for 1 k oppo 
Ca 


wwe ſeek not now am extraordmary 
be. veuched by Miracles, and the ordinary 
Call from t be A 2 Times bas been in foo | 
Epiſcopal — mag I deſire to know.one Ibe fl 
| Organized and Canſtituted Church without Ictrin 
| Biſbops in all the Chriſtian World, - before iS to 
Ar. John Calvin and that be was not appr. 
"againſt Biſhops, but for them, theſe are bis Icerte 
en nds to the Dake 78 Somerfet. 1 dim 


4 3 Sir, 


elf 
Bl 
le, 


; 13 and Idleneſs of ſome, and partiy 


t 3 ) 
+ Sir, I acknowledg e that God hath made 
you an eſpecial reſtvamitit of reſtoring his 
pure and ſincere Worſhip in the Kingdom 
of England; yea, and I ſeverely condemn 
thoſe ſeditious and hot bra in'd fick People, 
who, under the colour of Religion, would 
bring in Diſorder and Confuſion. And in 
mother Epiſtles to _ Engliſhmen at 
Frankfort, who would have alter'd onr Sæt- 
lements, the ſame Calvin intimateth, That 
here was no manifeſt Impiety in them ; | 
nd therefore adviſed them not to be ſtiff 
nd capricious above meaſure. . And in an 
piftle to Bullinger he confeſſes, that be 
adviſed Hooper to Conformity. In another 
: the Duke of Somerſet, youll. nnd, that 
. e was clear. ly for Conformity, | 
its Points and outmoſt extent of it, 
e in Point of Doctrine or Prayers, "and 
the Rites and Ceremonics thereof He tells 
is to the Doctrine. As for to take great 
are of the deſultory Wits, the light giddy- 
headed People, that defire for themſelves 
too boundleſs a Liberty; the Gate is to 
de ſhut againſt curious new-fangled. Do- 
ctrines. In points of Prayers and Rites, 
2s to the Form of Prayers, I do very much 
prove (faith Calvin) that there be one 
certain Form, partly to provide againſt the 


—_— to 


9 , : Y Ms 1 > ; 
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Churches among themſelves; and laſtly 
to provide againſt the deſultory Levity © 
thoſe Men who are always affecting Ne 
Brother, F this be the Fact (as truly ; 
1) have not the Preſbyterians, and 4 
other Diſſenters, broke off from the Fran 
of the Church for 1500 Tears after Chriſt 
and take the Honour of the Prieſthood t 
themſelves, not only without Biſhops, but i 
oppoſition to them, and defiance of tha 
Order, even where your Biſhops are Ortho 
dox in the SF merely on account 0 
. Epiſcopacy 2 and ſhall we ſtand by our ſelve 
m—_— al the ae in tt 
World for the firſt 1500 Tears This ſeen 


to me à new Call, Tf I am wrong, in tb 


Fadi, and that the Preſbyterian Church 


uit bout Biſhops can he ſhew'd me in à ge 
_ neral Current from the Apoſtles, as plai 


and evident as the Succe 10n of Epiſcopac) 


I will retract and return to you, ' but } 


this cannot be done, then I hope you wi 
_fierform what , you-promiſed in your Lette 
and reconcile your ſelf to the truly Apoſtol 
cal and Epiſcopal Church. This is 4 ſbo 

_ Iſſue and will not trouble us with much Di 
. puting. I pray God direct us all, thy 1 
ler at preſent in Opinion, let it not 4 
| 5 f Ir. 


21 » +: ft 
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7 4 fore the Year 1541, when it was ſetup 


1 wiſe the Liturgic Rites and Ceremanies of 


639 „ 
tha „rey our Charity, I wiſh you heartily, well 
(and as Tam) yea, I wiſh the ſame to all 
my late Brethren, and ſhall be glad to Serve | 
you or any of them in all Chriſtian Offices, and 
I hope no other from you or them; ſo I reſt 

AR, Yours, = 3 
William Richardſon. 


—— — — — 
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S 1 „ 
OU wrote to me to know the Rea- 
1 ſons of my Converſion to the 
Church of England, and I returned you 
an Anſwer. And now you have thought |} 
fit to print both, together with your Re- 
ply ſent to me only from the Preſs, __ 
Which Method fince you have choſen 
I muſt comply with, and let the World be 
Judge betwixt us. OE a 1 
The firſt thing I offered to you was, 
that ther was no Preſbyterian Church 
in the World (that is, governed by 
Preſbyters only without a Biſhop) be- 


at Geneva, The Second was, that even 
theſe firſt Reformers did not condemn the 
1 Epiſcopal Hierarchy, but only the Papal. 
That they highly. approved the Epiſcopal 
| Hierarchy continued in England without 
the Papal, at the Reformation ; and like- 


tr the Reformed Church of England. The 


AE 
& TL \ an A. | 82 | 
The firſt you 


Terian or Anti-Epiſcopal Church in the 
eee chat twee. 
But what do you then, you begin 9. 7. 
to revive the old baffled Lugomachy from 
the Etymology of the Words 'Emaymr, 
preoCumegs, r., Biſbop, Preſbyter and 
Dencon; the firſt ſignifies an Overſeer, the 
Second an Flderly Man uſed alſo for a Man 
in Authority, as the Latin Word Senior, 
the Third is a Servant or Miniſter, and be- 
cauſe theſe Words are ſometimes uſed pro- 
miſcuouſly in the New Teſtament, to fig- 
nify any Officer in the Church, for all are 
Overſeers and Miniſters in a large Senſe, 
* thence you conclude that Biſhop and Pre, 
| byter or Elder are the ſame thing, and by 
the ſame Rule you muſt make a Deacon 
the ſaine thing too, contrary to your own 
Diſcipline, who make a Deacon a diſtinct 
Order in the Church from a Preſbyter, 
Chriſt is called Awzy916. tranſlated a Mini- 
fer, Rom. XV. 8. was he therefore no more 


thau what 3 a Deacon in your Church?" 
By the like playing with Words, you 


may make all the Adermen in London to be 


1 reſbyters . for it's the literal Tranflation 55, 


The firſt you do not deny nor offer any 
Proof againſt it, to ſhew any ſuch Preſty- 


of the Word, and you muſt call them fo, hb 


11 5 91 wrote in Greek, and by the ſane þ 


” Rule 


2 1 
. you may make every General to be an 
mp 


eror, and every Captain aDuke,from the 
Words Imperator and Dux which fignify., || 
both. But, Sir, this is too much Children's, 
Play to. deſerve a ſerious Anſwer, ther is 
hardly a Word in the World but is. Equi- 
vocal and ufed in different Senſes,. and by 
this Liberty which may be taken perverſſy | 
by any one who has..a, mind to wrangle; 
a0 one Saying in any, Language. can have, 


„any certain Signification; but, Things, beſt: 
explain Words, : Was there then any Hie- 
- frarchy or Degrees of boly Offices in the 
It is faid 1 Cor. XII. 28. God hath ſet. 
ſome in the Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſeconda- 
rily Prophets, &c. Nom are all Apo- 
les? Les by your. Rule; for An- 
nge ſigniſies aMeſſenger or one ſent, 
nd. do not you ſay you are ſent to preach's, | 
Then you are all Apoſtles ;,. juſt by the 
fume Argument that you are all Bibops. 
ut St. Faul giving Timot iy Rules by which 
to govern, his Church of Epbeſus, among 


\ 


| 
| 


2 her things, tells him, like wiſe how to go 
ern the Elders or Preſſyters, to give dou-. 


* +4 — P 


He, Honour to thoſs who Ruled welk 


on hoſe under their Charge, eſpecially. tbeꝝ 4 
ſo, obe labour in the Word and Doctrine 
ne þ Tim. V. 17. he was, to be very cau- 


tious 


N 


mile not to el ieve every Made 

rous Report, but to examine the Matter 

thoroughly. Verſe 19. Againſt an Elder 

recetve not an Accuſation, but before” Two 

or Tbree Witneſſes ©:'| them that fin, 

rebuke before all, that others alſo may fear. 

Now, to receive Atcuſations, to examine 

Wi tneſſer, to Rebuke or Cenſure is Fu- 

riſclickion, or 1 know not what is; as alſo 

implied in theſe general Words ſaid to 

Fu, in Crete, to ſer in order theſe 

things that are wanting, and to ordain E. 

ders in every City. And we aſcribe no more 

to our Biſhops than what is here ſet down, 

the Power -of Ordination,and of Government 

to ſer things in Order. - : op bh : 

Tfyet'there remained any abigwity from 

the mög of Words, they ſure could beſt 

tell the "Apoſtles meaning, who were ta 5 

by themſelves and ordained by them, wh 

learned the Faith as well as the Difewline 

of the Church from their on Mouths. Of 

theſe(ſome of whaſe Works we have remai- lc 

ning)are St. Clement Biſhop of Rome Diſciple E che 

of St. Peter; and whom 'St. Peu ls his t 

Fellow Labourer , Phil. IV. 3. And Won, 
Ind . Bio of Antibeh „ and 

arp Biſhop of Smyrna, both: Diſ- wh 

t. John 9 le; and St. 1 


renæus ow 1 


Fr 0 595 , 
meu" Bip of Lyons! in: France, was 
Diſciple of Sti/Polyrarp; he flouriſhed about 
rg of Chit 180. And all theſe 
iveifult Atteſtation to Bpiſeopacy au our 
e of the Word, as an Order diſtin& 
Won and ſuperior to thoſe of Preſtyter 
ind"Deacon, and exercĩſed it ſo themſelves. 
Sr. Clement in his firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians" (wh ich is undocbred) Para- 
aply'4 G and 43 Oxford Edition 1677. 
lies the C Cife of Corab to that of the 
Chriſtian Church, whoſe three Orders of 
We Psieſt, and Deacon, fucceeded to thoſe 
106% Prisſh, Prieſts, and Levitet under 
me Law z. Which allo St. Ferom expreſſes in 
Nan words, >Ppift, ad Fvae. and St. Clement 
Aragraph $4. ſays, rbat the Apoſtles fore- 
dans t would be Conteſts about the 
e (or Office) Hi T8 o οννατ e. 
Bader did eſtabliſh it, and the Suc⸗ 
elſidn of it in their own time. | 
Andb St. Inatius (a Tal. * com- 
mands the People to be _ to 
their .Biſbop, as to the Lord; and to 
| the Proſbyrers,”as to the Apo r; and 
td the Duron, as Miniſters of the 
d Myſteries! of Chriſt. And (ad Mage 
d Fe.) he ſays, as Chriſt did nothing 
1 F Flehdur⸗ 0 he Faker, ſo neither do 
L 01339105 0 0 A RYE. 


7 7 1 Fa 
1h) 1 
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BO 
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. (619 
|: % beiden Brofhyren' | n r 
= Tiki, „anything withou ade Big 
Ex to. do alk thingsin tho/ſans 
Mind of God iʒ the: h prefidiig 
«7 Bag the Plare of Goti, and tthe Pref: 
in the! Room ef the College 
0” * Apoſtles; and the Dt 
e beloved to 2 With 
th N Miniſtry. g Jeſus Minis. 
fe duredts his Bpidlle to the Church e 
Philtdelphiay! ta thoſe "ho were in un⁰e 
ty with( their Biſip, Praſpend) andil Jop 1 
. Hand ſays e thom, Ap Spares | 
2 en hn TD 
6; the In * a 40 
64 Chriſt theſe are with the 1 871 

as: there 15 one Bad of 
ge | 


and one CMN and dne Altur, datiexels 
« TP 3 
| ellow Servants, Be bedient te you flo: 
6 Biſbop, and to his) Preftyters, (db t thy 
rs, without the Biſban do nothing 
And 1d the Church of Suna, he; 
« Arend dite asthe beginuidgef 91 
all of you fbllow your if , 
- + Chriſt che Fatben and the Hf 
as the Hpoſtles; and Ręverence tha e 
| *conr-as-the-Inſtitution.of.Ged.;. Let bl 
| ** Sacrament be judged effectual which be 8 
1 « diſpenſq. * 


n 


q tithe Inks.» or, him to 
ee thei Biſbop hath committed dt. 


hergrer-the Biſbop is; there let the Pri 
| - le be, a8 Where Chriſt i there the. Zeus. | 
mJ K- ah Hos gathered together. It is 
not l Without the Hiſbop either to 


bf Baptixs ob celebrate the O er But what 
ae approves of, according to the good Plea 
4 ſure of God, that is firm and ſafe, and ſo 
we 'donevery” thing ſecurely. % flute 
our moſt worthy irg. youx venera- 
IF ese reſbynory ', 'and! the r 
e Pe vants; and Cad Trall.) he ſ. 

e © without! theſe their is no Chasckof the 
„ Hedt; he is without, 8 thing 
+ without the Biſhop, and 1 Preſbyrens, and 
HE Dares; Hüd ſuch a one is defiledb in his 

JE Gonſejence, ! 4 han 1d 
Thus St. {native with much ieder tn 
te fame Pu „ who was conſtituted 
Biſhop / of Antioch by the Apoſtles, 'and 
fouriſhed about the 7oth year of Criſt. 
th And after him 9 Ep A. D. 180, 
Wy and Tertullian 4, D. 203. as others: af- 
ter them ufed this common Argument 
1 àgainſt the Horetichs; to ſhew the Ori- 
nal of their Churches and the Succeſſion 

of their Biſhops, who ogy all much later 


e chan the aller, not r 
e 3601 eg 5 n TA SF 


be 


| copal 
| as 2 Nevolution and Chang 


| without a Biſhop! was not then known, nor 


„( 


1 . a 


ho did perſevere. with! the LE ditles.” 
Fei, aitverſ. Haraſ. l. e 63. 


r k: 5. F. 20. Tert ul. W Here f. c. * 75 


and 36. thus they diſputed againſt th 
HFeretical Biſbeps; and the Charter ſet — j 
by them; but the Notes uf A. Cash 


can any ſuch be ſhewn, (a8 J wrote to your 
at the firſt) before that ak: G, the 
you I8840'7 ou. ow Noi, Way 

Nom, 1 3 18: Preſby erian 14 
was! the Government 2 — Ori ap- 
ted* in his Church, and: which the 
| Apoftler: conſtituted in all; the riChurtber 
the ey planted throughout the whole World; 
Hat it to be ſupplanted by. the:Epi/> 
terarchy ſo exrly, ſo. univerſally, 5 
and as Nothing nd n 
feGoveru- 
ment; could any write t ©. liſtory of 
| England ſrom 1640 to 1660, or from 7688 
to this day, and not take —5 of the 
grand Re uolutiont that happened in 
theſe Times? Or could any write the Hi- 
|. ſtory of the Reformation. in Europe, and 
not mention one Word of the Change of 
Church government from Papal to Epiſco> 
pal in Englang, and to Preſtyterian in Ger 
en _ Could Ale Changes ſteal in, 


4171 
anc © 
* 


rogers ©} the Chu, 
| the 5 old: Cluppeſ ng 8 V left. 
22 7 1 1777 1120 /tles) io: n. td aave, tur“, 
4 Epiſcopal either by — by hence, 
„ no mention — — t hy auy one ſingle 
p- md no who, wrote in thaſe Times or ever 


ſince !. I ; the. P reſhyterians. in thoſe. days 


d ſo. tamely BIT their Rights, and 
the Rights ofthe CHurc b, titey differ di much 


from thoſe ve have . „ ee . 
MA ee wg td 


And fe this you TT ; 
DAY re 1 8 i 
nly 5. u 0 - ou call it, 

and * fs 2 1 for we Tree 
and ſay, the {ame Arguments. that clear: r yore 
f Schiſ} 4510 them. ſerves to clear us from 
deſire me. to help you to An- 
mY Ahn 1 05 ſuppoſe; you would not + 
ave done, if you had had a better Anſwer 
x Therefore I will tell you, that you 
lack it not again. The Cauſes then of our Se- 
of fharation from Rome, Were firſt the Papal 
» Hierarchy, ef which there is not the leaſt - 
& Title i int e Goſpel; alid the earlieſt Anti= 
1g is 28, —— of 1 It, a as it ˖s full and e- 


\ if Fe: K" . 1\ > > V | 2 W preſs =o 
f f + hr 291 ai 4 & + 8 s 
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cep Words. Thus aint ee Ki 411 

ene EE 00 the 5 give us AL 

x Aendern: & ſuch A ee 
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8 ; ops Thould - be 


br 
4 | 


ok Kun ius is 
„ Aſeiſt tach . e 


Leto Bae 4 ; rde e Lare 


1 wee 

DIS Cs ah yo 
reh df Huld ta be; and thlefſes 
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this I Learned, in the Exchortation before the. 
daily oming* and Evening ger that the Hearing 
God's holy Nord read, was part of our Worſhip in our 
publick Aſſemblies. And conſidering this thing (which 
did not Occur to me before) I tound that this was 
always the Method in all Churches and Religions. The 
Jews read the Law and the Prophets in their Synagogues. 
„Aid the Hahomerans Fe 13.15. their Alcoran in their 
Moſques. And all Chriſtian Churches read Portions of 
the holy Scriptures in their Lyturgies. But you with 
the one have throw off the other, and the Scriptures 
are ſeldom read in your publick Aſſemblies; except taking 
a Text to Preach upon, or ſinging a Pſalm. Whereas 
in the Church of England the Old Teſtament is read over, 
in the daily Office, once a Year, the New Teſtament 
three Times, and the Pſalms twelve Times, befides 
Epiſtles and Goſpels for every Sunday and Holy-day. So 
they who cannot Read are inſtructed in the Law of 
God. But with you they mult ſnift for / themſelves, 
and inftead of the lively Oracles, hear nothing but your 
Extempore Effuſions. Which is locking up the Serip- 
tures from the People, and tying them to an Implicit 
dependance upon their Teachers, whom they have 
heaped to themſelges, having itching Ears, © © 


